THE    ROB B E R - C R A U
HTHE PROPER FOOD of the robber crab (Birgws
' latro) is cocoa-nut, to obtain which it climbs the
tallest trees with perfect ease, and throws down the
ripe fruit. Descending then to the ground it leans
off the husk with its powerful claws. The hard shell
is removed by inserting one claw into " the monkey's
eye," and so breaking it off bit by bit.
In the Ellice Group these crabs are so plentiful
as to constitute an important article of diet amongst
the natives. The plan for catching them is as fol-
lows: a quantity of cocoa-nut is scraped, half-baked
in an oven, and then scattered over the ground in
little heaps. About an hour after sunset the islanders
come with lighted torches, and find the robber-crabs,
guided by the savoury odour, greedily devouring
the tempting morsels, eight or ten crabs at one little
heap. In this way as many as two hundred are caught
in a single night Spending a pleasant day once on
an uninhabited island (Nassau Island), I was sur-
prised to see hundreds asleep on the branches of
lofty trees. In perfect safety they hung in rows,
holding by their sharp-pointed "toes" in the shade
of a primeval forest. These robber-crabs could not
have subsisted on cocoa-nuts, as there was at that
time but a single cocoa-nut tree growing on the
island. In all probability they had fed on the oily
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